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Madam Chair, thank you very much for this opportunity to present an overview of the Regional 

Dialogues which were held in the regions named above in preparation for the current Session of 

the Permanent Forum 2021. As we are all aware, the Permanent Forum Session could not be held 

in 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic and similarly, these regional dialogues would not have 

materialised without the immense assistance and coordination from the UNPFII and ECOSOC’s 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs, the Secretariat in Particular. In light of the above, I 

would like to congratulate you madam Chair and your team for making these regional dialogues 

a success. Even though some issues contained in here are peculiar to certain regions, most of the 

issues are cross cutting and therefore there will be presented jointly in the in the interest of time. 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic has disproportionately affected indigenous peoples in all regions especially 

North America. Of particular concern are indigenous children who already had inadequate access to 

education that lost all access to education. Many indigenous peoples are migrant workers who were far 

from their home communities when governments issued lockdowns and other restrictions on travel. 
Indigenous peoples in these regions expressed concerns that post pandemic recovery efforts may include 

activities such as increased natural resource extraction that will be detrimental to indigenous peoples. 

COVID-19 has exacerbated the inequalities and marginalization experienced by indigenous peoples; 
therefore, state parties and governments are encouraged to follow the example of Canada which introduced 

legislation to implement UNDRIP. There is a need for the Forum to consult with Member States and 



indigenous peoples to generate data and statistics on the impact of COVID-19 on use of threatened 
indigenous languages. According to the United Nations Special Rapporteur’s report (A/75/185), only two 

countries have reported the involvement of indigenous peoples in decision-making processes related to the 

COVID-19 response. Since the beginning of COVID-19 most indigenous peoples in Africa have had no 

access to the media formats used by governments to disseminate information on the pandemic due to 
remoteness or language barriers., it was noted that, The COVID-19 pandemic has disproportionately 

impacted and worsened the pre-existing discriminatory conditions, particularly as violence against women 

and children in all different forms has increased drastically due to quarantine and other restrictions 
introduced by states due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Indigenous women and children are often unprotected 

due to lack of resources, fear of state institutions, lack of disaggregated data by ethnicity which must be 

addressed by governments. Indigenous people expressed the need for opportunities to build back better in 
a post-COVID-19 world with the full and active participation of women and children.  

 

 

Indigenous peoples in all regions expressed the need of active and meaningful participation in the decision-
making processes in order to exercise their right to development. Indigenous peoples are deeply and 

disproportionately affected by climate change. The protection of indigenous land rights and self-

determination is a top priority. Indigenous people continue to advocate for the guarantee of their 
participation in decisions affecting their lands and resources. To build climate change resilience, it should 

be recognized that indigenous traditional knowledge systems should be utilized. Indigenous peoples 

recommended greater involvement of indigenous peoples in climate change conventions and organizations 
such as the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.  There remains a great need for 

reliable and inclusively informed data in order to build sustainable societies, and indigenous sciences, 

technology and traditional knowledge must be a pillar of climate change implementation. Indigenous 

peoples in Africa expressed their concern with the effects of climate change and the need to participate in 
international climate change processes.  

 

It is therefore recommended that, by 2025 Member States should increase programs and funding to 

UN agencies, funds and programmes operating in regions where indigenous people are to ensure more 

sustained engagement with Indigenous Peoples in the regions and to promote self-determination and greater 

realisation of the UNDRIP and international human rights laws.  
 
Recognition of indigenous peoples’ rights to their lands, territories and resources remains a top priority 

issue for indigenous peoples all across the globe. Encroachment on their lands continues in many countries, 

fueled by natural resource extraction, large infrastructure projects and large-scale agriculture. Conservation 

efforts that have frequently led to the displacement of indigenous peoples from their territories and loss of 

their livelihoods. The Convention on Biological diversity proposal demonstrates the need to develop human 

rights-based conservation model where indigenous peoples are actively involved partners. It is also 
important to envision legal pluralism that facilitates the incorporation of customary law into national 

legislation.  

 

 
Indigenous peoples expressed deep concerns with ongoing militarization of their territories in several 

countries especially in Asia and Africa. Indigenous peoples identified concerns of legislative and executive 

orders that weaken environmental protections, escalating militarization. Indigenous peoples call for 
recognition and protection of their self-rule government and customary justice system to establish justice 

and the rule of law for a sustainable peace and inclusive development. Where institutions exist that promote, 

protect and advance indigenous peoples rights and socio-economic development, it was therefore reiterated 
that these must be strengthened.  

 



 
It was further recommended that, Resident Coordinators are encouraged to engage effectively with 

indigenous peoples at the country level to support their participation and to support the establishment of 

specific consultation mechanisms, such as inter-agency groups. UNDESA and the Inter-Agency Support 

Group on Indigenous Issues should support Resident Coordinators Offices in this regard. 
 
  

While the International Year 2019 was mostly focused on awareness raising about critical loss of indigenous 

languages, Indigenous people in their regional dialogues urged all actors to ensure that, the International 
Decade of Indigenous Languages should bring to action urgent steps at international, national and local 

levels. Indigenous peoples’ participation and the role of education systems are essential in the preparation 

for and implementation of language policies. Participants acknowledged that language is a key for the 

realization of other human rights of indigenous peoples due to their crucial identity-building power. 
 
Possible recommendation: The Forum, building upon Recommendation from Session 02 Para. 109, to 
investigate the implementation of indigenous languages in academia through a formal report.  
 
Possible recommendations: Call on States to adopt national and subnational action plans, strategies and 
programmes to support indigenous languages. Especially in the times of the pandemic, digital content in 
indigenous languages should be created.   

 
A Shared Ocean 
 

In terms of Article 25 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Indigenous 

peoples in the Arctic region emphasized the importance of maintaining and protecting shared oceans that 
are integral to hunting, fishing, culture, and travel.  In this regard, Canada has made three main 
recommendations, firstly calling for an Inuit led management regime, Secondly the establishment of a 
management zone and thirdly the establishment of a free travel zone. Cross-border shared ocean 

management, protection, and preservation must be collaborative between indigenous peoples and states. 

Such an Inuit-led management regime can serve as a model for other cross border areas worldwide. The 
Arctic regional dialogue has equally proposed for indigenous peoples to be made an integral part of the 

decision-making process as far as marine resources and biodiversity is concerned. 

 
A challenge facing indigenous peoples is the lack of formal institutions and structures to promote 

collaboration and cooperation of indigenous peoples across state borders. The protection and promotion of 

indigenous traditional knowledge is a primary pillar of cultural integrity, particularly facing the challenges 

of climate change. The inclusion of indigenous knowledge in the response to climate change will result in 
a more comprehensive and effective strategy especially in the Arctic and other regions that share cross 

border rivers and oceans. 

 
Indigenous Peoples’ Institutions 

 

Transnational institutions provide greater collaboration and effective action, as seen through the Inuit 
Circumpolar Council. There needs to be constant dialogue between the high level of indigenous institutions 

and the highest level of government institutions to move forward. Indigenous institutions transcend national 
borders for the causes of i) management of resources; ii) issues of uneven national treatment and human 

rights by federal governments; and iii) provide foundation for international treaties. Where indigenous 

institutions already exist, such as the Sámi Parliaments, the institutions must be strengthened and supported 
in their holistic work on addressing the needs of indigenous peoples.  There are various examples of Sámi 

organizations and institutions that work across borders to address common issues, including language 

revitalization, higher education and political affairs. Of great importance is that these institutions are 



recognized and respected by federal governments unlike in other regions such as Africa where governments 
shy away from enacting and implementing legislations for the benefit of indigenous peoples. 

 
Possible recommendations (Africa)  
  
•       Permanent Forum should support the African agenda and to work closely with the African commission 

country Working Group. Working together at regional and global level will strengthen the 2030 Agenda, 
help promote the UNDRIP and the recognition of indigenous peoples in the region.   
•       Permanent Forum should with African indigenous peoples to provide funding and explore resources for 

Internet connectivity, allowing indigenous peoples to take part in relevant national and international 
dialogues and events and for Financial partners to support African indigenous peoples to improve 

participation. 
•       Environmental and development programmes and projects should be made to reach indigenous 
communities living in very remote areas, The UN and other humanitarian and international aid partners, 

programmes and projects are limited to urban areas and exclude indigenous communities making them even 

more vulnerable. 
•       The Forum should recommend an annual meeting of the 3 UN indigenous mechanisms (UNPFII, EMRIP 
and SRIP) involving regionals institution, to ensure better coordination, follow-up up and implementation 

of various recommendations. 
 

 


